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man, so much so that this movement was difficult to
focus, but efforts were being made to focus it for
some years before the War. The Committee of
Arab Brotherhood was formed in 1908 as a conse-
quence of the unwise attitude taken towards the
Arabs by the Turkish Committee of Union and
Progress. This Arab Committee was dissolved the
following year, but it was replaced by an organisa-
tion which called itself the Arts Club, which re-
mained in existence till the outbreak of war, when
most of its members were called to the colours as
Turkish subjects and it naturally came to an end.
Another very important Committee, which re-
mained in existence after the War, was the Com-
mittee of the Covenant, which was formed in 1909.
The object of all these Associations was to secure
Arab independence from Turkish domination.
Let us now throw our minds back to the outbreak
of war with Turkey, on the 3ist October 1914.
On the Turkish side we have Turkey herself,
passionately anxious to retain the few limbs that
had not already been lopped from her unwieldy
body, and conscious that the loss of the Holy Cities
would strike the death-blow to the temporal
suzerainty of the Sultan-Caliph. Behind Turkey
we have Germany, with her great dream of a
German Middle East, egging Turkey on for her own
ends, and supplying her with every kind of moral
and material help against the Allies, On the Allied
side we have France, eager to consolidate her posi-
tion as protector of Christians in the Orient, but
unable to spare more than a negligible contribution
in men and money for theatres of war outside
Europe ; the Zionists, hoping against hope that
their long-dreamed-of charter would be granted to